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Codification

Black’s Law Dictionary definition: the process of organizing 
laws, rules, or regulations into a systematic code.

Compiling, arranging, and systematizing the laws of a given 
jurisdiction.

Putting them in the municipal code.
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A laska Statute T i t le  29:
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What  gets  codi f ied?
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Type of Action Definition Examples Codify?

Code Ordinances

Permanent Laws. Changing council stipends.

Adding a new department.

Anything that changes code.

Yes

Non-Code 
Ordinances

Temporary Laws, expire. Annual Budget Ordinances.

Land sales.
No

Emergency 
Ordinances

Temporary Laws responding to 
an Emergency.

Short-term only.

Only in emergency situations.
No

Resolutions

Statements of Opinion.

Adoption by Reference.

Not Laws.

Requests for Grants.

Adopting Personnel Policies 
Manual.

No



DE PARTME NT OF COMME RCE ,  COMMUNITY ,  AND E CONOMIC DE VE LOPME NT

Local  Codi f icat ion:
Codif icat ion Manual

Let ’s  explore the manual!
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Local  Codi f icat ion Example:
Munic ipal  Code L ibrary

https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/we
b/dcra/LocalGovernmentResourceDesk

/Munic ipalCodeLibrary.aspx

Saint  Mary’s
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https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/dcra/LocalGovernmentResourceDesk/MunicipalCodeLibrary.aspx
https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/dcra/LocalGovernmentResourceDesk/MunicipalCodeLibrary.aspx
https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/dcra/LocalGovernmentResourceDesk/MunicipalCodeLibrary.aspx
https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/Portals/4/pub/LGS/Code_library/Saint%20Marys%20Code%202-2019.pdf
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Codif icat ion:
Contracted Codi f icat ion

Hoonah
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Up-front cost +
monthly or annual payment.

Municode, General Code, Code 
Publishing, enCodePlus…

https://library.municode.com/ak/hoonah/codes/code_of_ordinances
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LeGIT:  
Codif icat ion

Quest ions/Comments?

F ind your  LGS:  
https://exper ience.arcg is .c

om/exper ience/31fa8f111ac
a4b5499167fb63762a3d9/

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/31fa8f111aca4b5499167fb63762a3d9/
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/31fa8f111aca4b5499167fb63762a3d9/
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/31fa8f111aca4b5499167fb63762a3d9/
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